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valley floor. This is one of the great wine centers of France, producing
an unusual amount of high-quality vintage. Toward the northwest the
valley widens into the Gironde estuary. Here again vineyards occupy
nearly the entire landscape, and such famous wines as Medoc and
Sauterne are produced.

Bordeaux, on the lower Garonne, is the commercial center of the
entire basin. It is the greatest wine-exporting port in France, and in
addition sends out lumber and stone. Some manufacturing takes place,
but the city is primarily commercial in its interests.

South of the Garonne, near the coast, is a district known as the
Landes, which consists of a triangular plain whose base is the coast
of the Bay of Biscay, and which rises to an elevation of 3000 feet
toward the east. It is a sandy region, and a short distance below the
surface the sand has consolidated into impermeable sandstone. Near
the coast it was formerly a region of shifting dunes, while inland it
was covered with moors and marshes. Recently the French govern-
ment, through a program of forestation, has changed this area into a
great pine forest, and today it produces large amounts of timber and
naval stores and supports a prosperous population.

THE PARIS BASIN

The Paris Basin is the most important region of France, and one
of the most productive sections of the world. It occupies the northern
quarter of the country, being bounded on the south by the central pla-
teau, on the west by the Armorican highlands and the Channel, on the
east by the Ardennes and the Vosges, and on the north by the Belgian
border. Toward it converge lines of communciation leading from every
other section of the country. By way of the Gate of Poitou it maintains
close contact with the Aquitaine and the southwest. By way of Dijon
routes lead to the Rhone-Saone Basin and the Mediterranean. The
Lorraine Gate makes communication easy with Alsace, Lorraine and
Germany. Toward the north the Flanders Gate provides contacts with
Belgium, The Netherlands, and northern and eastern Europe. The
Paris Basin is thus the focal point from which routes radiate to all
portions of France and Europe. This has not only aided in making the
basin the center of French life, but has enriched its cultural and eco-
nomic life by contributions from every section of the continent.

As its name implies, the region is a basin, but relief is varied.
Structurally it may be compared to a pile of saucers, each smaller than
the one below. The edges of the saucers correspond to a series of con-